
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Family Catholic Church, Copperas Cove, TX 
 

Minutes for Pastoral Council Meeting, 21 March 2017 
 

Present: 

 

Fr. Patrick Ebner 

Karin Kennedy 

Gerry Green 

Mark Larkin 

Hector Flores 

David Novak 

Alberto Castillo 

Joe Pangelinan 

 

Tom McNew 

Ann Marie McNew 

 

Meeting called to order: 6:07 PM 

 

Opening prayer by Fr. Patrick 

 

Tom and Ann Marie McNew briefed the Pastoral Council on the upcoming Texas Alliance for 

Life Walk-a-thon on Saturday 17 June 2017.  They are seeking participation by parishioners and 

7 volunteers to assist with setup and to man an informational table in cooperation with 

parishioners from St. Joseph in Killeen and St. Paul Chong in Harker Heights.  In addition to 

raising critical funding for Texas Alliance for Life and Hope Pregnancy Centers in the area, 

another goal is to strengthen the bonds between local parishes. 

The Walk for Life is a two mile course at the Harker Heights Community Park. Registration can 

be done through the Texas Alliance for Life website and Fr. Patrick asked Karin to have a link 

placed on the parish website.  Participants can aid the fund raising by getting pledges.  There is 

no cost to the parish for assisting with the walk.  Funds raised will go to the Texas Alliance for 

Life, with 20% going back to local pregnancy/crisis centers through grants. 

 

The Texas Legislative Advocacy Day is 4 April and Ann is looking for three people to 

accompany her to the Capitol. 

 

Time was taken to review minutes from previous meeting. Alberto made a motion for approval 

of the minutes as presented, Joe seconded the motion. By voice vote the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

Discussion of Divine Renovation, bringing your parish from maintenance to mission by Fr. 

James Mallon, Chapters 1 and 2. The book presents some difficult truths, but all were in 

agreement that the points being made in the book seem valid and recognizing the issues was 

important to seeking improvement. Joe explained how in Guam Bingo started mostly for social 

and fund raising reasons, but became an avenue for evangelization.  In particular that many do 

not feel they have encountered Jesus on a personal level seems to be problematic.  Through 

focusing on making disciples such personal encounters should be facilitated and lead to better 

stewardship. The Deacons are also reading the book. 

 

Prayer cards - Fr. Patrick explained about having them passed out about three times a year. Once 

returned he would pray for the submitted requests and he would ask for individual prayers for the 

collective petitions. The suggested times for distribution were Easter, the Assumption, and 

Christmas. Other possible times brought up were Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Also, 

mentioned was All Souls Day and prays for the deceased., and possibly having a prayer box at 

the Fall Fest. 

 

Building upon a welcoming parish - Combining Ushers and Greeters was discussed, but it was 

brought up that some in the Usher ministry might not be comfortable with the Greeter role. This 

could possibly be addressed through retraining.  Some of the Ushers may need to move inside 

shortly before mass starts to assist with getting people seated, especially at the 10:30 AM mass.  

Female parishioners can be Ushers, but Ushers need to be scheduled. 

 

Comments on Parish Mission with Fr. Ken - Positive comments were received all around, with 

good attendance on all nights.  Probably schedule another mission in 2019, but with a different 

group than this time. 

 

Status on church windows and fascia board - Fr. Patrick approved moving forward on the needed  

repairs during meeting with Finance Council. David contacted the company today that will be 

doing the work, but they are still waiting on materials.  Trying to get Parsons Roofing since they 

did the roof. Waiting for them to come out and assess the needed work.  Perhaps they will use 

treated wood with a vinyl covering. 

 

C Building Demolition - somewhat of a quote received in the range of $30K; however, unsure if 

asbestos is present. An inspector is coming out next week (Thursday) to check for asbestos. If no 

asbestos the cost could be less, but if present it could be more expensive. Asbestos abatement  

could be done over several years if needed. In conjunction with demolition electrical lines for 

outside lights may need to be rerouted. 

 

Church Directory - Everyone is encouraged to sign up, dates 3- 13 May, especially Pastoral 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council members.  

 

New Business: 

 

Extending Religious Education hours - The Director of Religious Education, Stephen Short, has 

received requests for longer hours.  Fr. Patrick suggested going from 8:45 - 10:15 AM on 

Sundays and from 6:00 - 7:30 PM on Wednesdays starting in September.  It was discussed if the 

starting time on Sunday being before the end of the 8:00 AM mass would generate a problem in 

the parking area. Consensus was that though there might be some congestion it should be 

workable.  

 

Fall Fest - First meeting on Thursday 23 March at 6:30 PM, people are needed for the Steering 

Committee, 

 

Parishioner Input via form in bulletin - One form expressed a desire for different music for mass. 

Other forms brought up the recognition and accompanying clapping during the announcements 

before the blessing and dismissal at the conclusion of mass.  Fr. Patrick explained that since the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist was completed with the Prayer after Communion the recognition does 

not go against the structure of the mass. However, before the next meeting input should be 

sought from parishioners and the item would be discussed further. A possible change would be to 

only do the recognitions once a month, or to ask that applause be held to the end. 

 

Next meeting date was selected as 20 April 2017, at 6 PM. 

 

The meeting was closed at 7:22 PM with the praying of the Glory Be. 


